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Mr. Albert Matthews made the following communi- 
cation : 



NEW ENGLAND MAGAZINES OF THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 



Having in preparation a bibliography of New England magazines 
of the eighteenth century, it occurs to me that tentative lists of such 
magazines may prove useful. These lists are based on the collections 
owned by the following libraries and societies : American Antiquarian 
Society, Boston Athenaeum, Boston Public Library, Library of Con- 
gress, Essex Institute, Harvard College Library, Lenox (New York 
Public) Library, Massachusetts Historical Society, Massachusetts 
State Library, New England Historic Grenealogical Society, New 
York Historical Society, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Library 
Company of Philadelphia, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
Yale University Library. My thanks are due to the officials of these 
institutions for many courtesies. 

Other libraries or societies, however, may have earlier or later 
numbers of a particular magazine than those indicated in the present 
lists, or may have a magazine not listed here. Again, questions not 
easily answered are: Exacdy what is a magazine? Wherein does 
a magazine differ from a newspaper? Is the proper criterion size 
or contents? In September, 1908, the writer issued a leaflet con- 
taining a prefatory note and a chronological list of New England 



70 



THE COLONIAL SOCIETT OF MASSACHUSETTS 



[Jan. 




magazines of the eighteenth century.^ That list contained, in addi- 
tion to the magazines given in the present lists, the following three 
tides: 

The New-Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine, New Haven : 
1786, February 16 — 1789, June 18 

Courier de Boston, Affiches, Annonces, et Avis, Boston: 1789, Avril 23 
— Octobre 15 

The New Star, Concord, New Hampshire: 1797, April 11 — October 3 

In the prefatory note to the leaflet, I remarked that "the propriety of 
regarding all the publications in the present Ibt as magazines will 
probably not be questioned except in four cases, — namely:- New- 
Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine (1786-1789); 
Worcester Magazine (1786-1788); Courier de Boston (1789); New 
Star (1797)/' A careful examination of the above three periodical 
publications convinces me that they sho.uld be regarded as news- 
papers rather than as magazines, and hence they do not appear in 
the lists given below. The case of the Worcester Magazine b pecul- 
iar, but I think it may properly be included in a list of magazines. 
A full discussion of this matter, however, b reserved for the com- 
pleted bibliography. 

The three following tides, printed in italics, have been found in 
advertisements or catalogues, but no copies are known : 

American Monitor, or the Republican Magazine, Boston: 1785, 
October .. 



The Religious Monitor and Theological Scales, Danbuiy, Connecticut: 
1797 — 

The Christian's Monitor; or TheologuxU Magazine, Cbncord, New Hamp- 
shire: 1798, June 



' One title in the lists now given — Wisdom in Bfiniature (1796) — was not in 
the leaflet, as its existence was then unknown to me; and since the leaflet was 
printed, several nmnbera then unknown of other magazines have come to my 
notice. 

In his Check-List of American Magazine Printed in the Eighteenth Century, 
printed in 1889, Mr. Paul Leicester Ford listed fifteen New England magazines 
— namely, those in the above lists numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 
15, 16, 18. The magazines in the above lists numbered 10, 14, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, are now listed for the first time. 
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